Great Care Makes for Great Pets

How to Find Your Greyhound Pet

Greyhounds make great pets because they
receive excellent care from birth to retirement.
Greyhound farms are regularly inspected to
ensure that they comply with rigorous animal
welfare standards. Anyone who violates those
standards may be banned from greyhound
racing for life.

There are many organizations willing to
help you find the perfect greyhound pet.
Most adoption groups have websites and
can be found easily in an online search.

Greyhounds are usually very comfortable
around people and other dogs because
socialization with people and other dogs is
part of their early training. Most are gentle
and calm around children and smaller pets.
Although greyhounds love to run, they don’t
require any more exercise than other breeds.
Because they are instinctive chasers, they
should always be walked on a leash or
allowed to run freely only in fenced areas.
Retired greyhounds are often referred to as
“45 mile per hour couch potatoes” because
they love to curl up and snooze in the most
comfortable spot they can find.

Greyhound
Adoption:
A National
Success Story

Fees for greyhound adoption vary widely,
but most groups try to keep their fees
affordable. In addition, many groups use a
thorough screening process to ensure the
best possible fit between individual
greyhounds and their prospective owners.
The adoption groups funded by the AGC
grant program have been vetted to verify
their not-for-profit status and overall
credibility. A list of groups recently funded
by the American Greyhound Council is
available on the AGC website:

www.agcouncil.com/adoptionprograms/
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Adoption Grants and Awards

Adoption Support Services

The American Greyhound Council (AGC)
is very proud of the role it has played in
making greyhound adoption a national
success story.

The American Greyhound Council (AGC)
awards adoption grants of $1,250 to assist
qualified 501(c)3 groups with adoption
expenses, including food, medicines,
bedding, collars, leashes, veterinary care
and transport costs. The funds also may
be used for capital improvements and
emergency situations.

Greyhound racing provides many other

Today thousands of retired racing
greyhounds live the lives of pampered pets
in adoptive homes all across the U.S.
Thanks to strong collaboration between
greyhound breeders, kennel operators,
greyhound tracks and hundreds of
dedicated volunteer groups, the greyhound
adoption effort has become a model for
other industries.
Greyhound tracks and industry
organizations spend more than $2 million
annually on track-based and independent
adoption efforts. Programs range from
annual grants and awards to greyhound
transport, education and training for
adoption groups, and participation in
regional and national adoption events and
conferences.

More than sixty organizations receive
AGC adoption grants in an average year.
Since the program started, the AGC has
awarded more than $1 million in grant
funds.
In addition, the AGC sponsors the
“Greyhound Adoption Program of the
Year Award” (GAPY) to recognize
exceptional contributions to greyhound
adoption. Each year two groups are
awarded grants of $1,000 each.
Nominations are open to the entire
greyhound racing and adoption
community. The nomination form is
accessible from the AGC website home
page.

support services for the adoption
community.
The American Greyhound Council
(AGC), working with the National
Greyhound Association (NGA),
frequently provides transportation for
retiring greyhounds from tracks to
adoption centers.
The AGC also sponsors and participates
in greyhound adoption conferences,
underwrites veterinary presentations,
and provides educational materials on
greyhound health, care and training.
The AGC funded the writing and
publication of the internationally
recognized textbook, “Care of the Racing
and Retired Greyhound.” Written by top
veterinarians, the “Care” textbook is
widely regarded as the ultimate source of
information on greyhound anatomy and
physiology. It is provided at low or no
cost to adoption organizations.

